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AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS 
By MERREDIN SHIRE 

Each year on Australia Day, the 
Community Citizen of the Year 
Awards, run by Auspire – the 
Australia Day Council of WA, 
give local governments the 
opportunity to acknowledge the 
remarkable achievements and 
outstanding contributions of 
local community members who 
are making a difference to our 
society. 

This year, the Shire received five 
eligible nominations across two 
categories.  For Young Citizen of 
the Year the nominees included 

Alyssa Taylor, Carly Silver, and 
Jaden Willis, and for Active 
Citizenship; Merredin Youth 
Committee and the Wildflower 
Society of Western Australia – 
Merredin Branch. 

The winners of the awards were 
announced by Shire President 
Mark McKenzie at the Australia 
Day Breakfast, held on 
Thursday, 26 January 2023. 

The winner of the Young Citizen 
of the Year award was Jaden 
Willis.  Each summer, Jaden 
gives his time to help the 
Disabled Surfer Association to 

enable people with disabilities 
to experience surfing.  Over the 
years he has instigated several 
fund-raising activities at the 
Merredin College and has also 
helped to raise the importance 
of mental health with the 
painting of the Blue Tree in the 
East Quad at Merredin College. 
Jaden was also the Summer 
Camp Councillor/Mentor for 10–
12-year-old boys at a children’s 
Youth/Summer camp. 

Meanwhile, the winner of the 
Active Citizenship award was 
the Wildflower Society of WA – 

Merredin Branch.  The Merredin 
Branch of the Wildflower 
Society of Western Australia 
was formed in 1991, and for 
over 30 years this small, 
dedicated group has 
contributed to the community 
through its work in conserving 
and promoting the native 
vegetation of the area. 

One of the many projects this 
groups has coordinated includes 
the Zig Zag Garden, a small 
native plant garden which was 
established on Barrack Street in 

(Continued on page 2) 

Winner of the 2023 Active Citizenship Award, The Wildflower Society 
of Western Australia, Merredin Branch 

Winner of the 2023 Young Citizen of the Year Award, Jaden Willis 
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1996.  The area was extended in 
2022, with 20 additional plants 
established in a new area 
owned by Orana Cinema.  The 
garden now has over 40 
different native plant species, 
most of which occur naturally in 
the Merredin area.  Branch 
members maintain and further 
develop the garden and are 
progressively labelling the 
plants to enhance the 
educational value of the garden. 

Congratulations to the 2023 
Community Citizen of the Year 
award recipients. 

Also presented at the Australia 
Day Breakfast was the annual 
Eric Hind Music Scholarship, 

(Continued from page 1) which is awarded to young, 
talented, and aspiring musicians 
in the Shire of Merredin.  The 
scholarship is named in honour 
of Mr Eric Hind to recognise and 
acknowledge his contribution to 
the Shire as a Councillor and his 
accomplishments as a violinist. 

In December 2022, applicants 
for the scholarship were 
interviewed and performed a 
piece of music for panel 
members, Cr Julie Flockart, Mrs 
Caryn Adamson and Mr Roy 
Butler.  This year, it was 
concluded by the panel that 
each of the two applicants were 
deserving of the scholarship. 
Congratulations to the two 
winners; Jacob Billing and Kate 
Growden. 

 Eric Hind Scholarship Winners, Jacob Billing and Kate Growden 

AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS cont. 
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COVID-19 Australian  
Statistics 

WA—Cases 1.28M—Deaths 931 

ACT—Cases 230K —Deaths 157 

NSW—Cases 3.88M—Deaths 6,304 

NT—Cases 104K—Deaths 87 

QLD—Cases 1.78M—Deaths 2,677 

SA—Cases 875K—Deaths 1,244 

TAS—Cases 284K—Deaths 247 

VIC—Cases 2.86M—Deaths 7,181 
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All students and staff were 
excited to return to school on 
Wednesday.  We are all 
looking forward to a year full 
of learning and fun times. 

FIRST DAY BACK FOR 2023 

Year 6 class 

Year 4/5 class 

Year 1/2 class 

Pre-Primary class 

Year 3/4 class 
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2023 STUDENT LEADERS 
Year 12 Student Councillors: 

Head Boy: Bailey Smith 

Head Girl: Miranda Tompkin 

Councillors: Ethan Creek, 
Patience Slater, Caitlin Squire, 
Hallie Anderson 

Primary Leaders 

Head Boy: Beau Manning 

Head Girl: Keira Major 

Councillors: Calvin Hardy, Lilly 

Brunetti, Aria Boehme, Mary-
Rose Foster 

Growden House Captain: Ella 
Alcock 

Law House Captain: Cooper 
withers 

Mitchell House Captain: 
Dorothy Watson 

Kelly House Captain: Marcus 
Brunetti Year 12 Student Councillors 

2022 YEAR 11 HIGHEST ACHIEVERS  
Awards of Excellence went to:  

Jack Truglio—HIGHEST 
ACHIEVER (OVERALL) 

Ebony-Rose Stone—HIGHEST 
ACHIEVER IN VET 

Amber Watkins—ENDEAVOUR 
AWARD 

 

Year 11 Highest Achievers: 

Phoebe Brooker—Mathematics 
Foundations 

Hayley Bill—Certificate IV in 
Preparation for Health and 
Nursing 

Hayden Blackshaw—Physical 
Education—General 

Jessica Bluck—Food, Science 
and Technology 

Jayden Champman—Human 
Biology 

Ethan Creek—Drama 

Stephen Cummins—Certificate 
II in Construction Pathways  

Campbell Gardiner—
Mathematics Application, 
Physical Education—ATAR 

Jack Nayda—Certificate II in 
Workplace Skills  

Patience Slater—Dance 

Kassidy Spencer—Visual Arts  

Caitlin Squire—Mathematics 
Essentials, Outdoor Education 

Bella Stevens—Children Family 
and Community  

Ebony-Rose Stone—Certificate 
III in Engineering Pathways, 
Woodwork 

Miranda Tompkin—Certificate 
III in Information Technology, 
English—ATAR 

Amber Watkins—English—
General, Psychology—General  

Jack Truglio—Modern History 

 

Congratulations to all award 
winners! 

Primary Leaders 

THE EAGLES EXPERIENCE 
By CUMMINS THEATRE 

The Eagles Experience visited 
Cummins Theatre on 
Wednesday, 1 February 2023 
with their captivating show, 
“Hotel California.”  Third time 
was the charm, after COVID-19 
restrictions prevented the last 
two concerts from going ahead 
in 2021 & 2022. 

Audiences were taken back in 
time as the five-piece band 
played through the hits of The 
Eagles catalogue.  The concert 
began with 1972 hit Witchy 
Woman, followed by Lyin’ Eyes. 

Alice the resident ghost made 
herself known 20 seconds into 
the second song when a mic 
clip snapped in half, much to 
the band’s surprise! 

The first set included other hits 

such as Take it to the Limit, Get 
over it, Love Will Keep Us Alive 
and finished off with Take it 
Easy.  After a short break, and a 
costume change, the band was 
back for more – with hits such 
as Tequila Sunrise, Heartache 
Tonight, Boys of Summer and 
Life in the Fastlane.  Many in 
the crowd were on their feet 
dancing in the aisles as the 
band rocked out hit after hit. 

Throughout the concert, the 
band gave insight into the song 
writing and history of The 
Eagles (in American accents of 
course), staying in character to 
enhance the experience. 

At the end of the set, the band 
dropped their Eagles’ personas, 
and thanked the crowd for 
being so wonderful, but more 
importantly, thanked Alice too - 

much to the crowd’s delight.  

The band then left the stage, 
but the audience were not 
fooled, and very quickly began 
cheering for an encore – which 
of course, was The Eagles 1977 
hit song Hotel California. 

It was a wonderful night out at 

Cummins Theatre, with 
masterful musicians and high 
production value.  All who were 
in attendance will remember 
the night for some time to 
come. 

Many thanks to The Eagles 
Experience for making the trip 
on a dark desert highway. 

The Eagles Experience playing at Cummins Theatre 
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Library Musings 

My Thoughts 
THE STRUGGLE 
TO BE HAPPY 

Many of us just want to be 
happy, but often we are not.  
Deep down we know that 
“happiness ever after” is a 
dream, not guaranteed by lots 
of money, a flash car, a big 
house, a loving family, perfect 
health, or any of the other 
things we dream of. 

My oldest brother died the day 
before Australia Day, so that 
was certainly not a happy day 
for me.  I experienced many 
feelings, including regrets for 
things we hadn’t said, and the 
fact that we three brothers have 
lived very different lives, 
geographically far apart.  We 
were poor communicators, 
probably typical of Australian 
males of our age.  However, I 
did find a little happiness that, 
for the first time in 30 years, last 
November we three brothers 
had got together in Bendigo. 

After receiving the sad and 
unexpected phone call, I 
decided to go out that evening, 
for a regular meal with some 
friends – all blokes.  Though 
dubious about going out, I had a 
happy evening.  Next day was 
Australia Day.  I went to that 
too, celebrating with many 
others that we are very happy 

to be living in Australia.  With A 
Choired Taste, I sang the 
National Anthem (I’m slowly 
warming to it) and a West 
Australian adaptation of 
Country Road.  More happiness!  
Then to cap off a series of happy 
events, the Merredin Branch of 
the Wildflower Society, to which 
I belong, won the Active 
Citizenship (Group) Award.  
More shared happiness.  Later, 
home alone, unhappiness 
returned. 

This morning I read a very good 
article by author Robert Dessaix 
about happiness: https://
www.theguardian.com/
culture/2023/jan/29/happiness-
can-be-ignited-by-making-
something-small-infinite-what-
makes-me-happy-now 

And my point is?  Robert 
Dessaix says it well: cherish the 
brief moments of happiness.  
Also, I believe in the saying, this 
too shall pass, meaning, to me, 
that most bad things that cause 
unhappiness will eventually turn 
out OK, most of the time. 

Roy 

Butler 

Bluebirds of Happiness Consulting Wise Old Owl (one sceptic). 

Court Report 
31 January 2023 

Merredin Courthouse 

Hayley Davis appeared on the 
charges of aggravated burglary 
and commit, common assault, 
breach of protective bail 
conditions and breach of police 
order.  She was remanded to 
appear in Perth on 29th March 
2023. 

Matthew Woodhouse appeared 
on the charges of common 
assault and unlawfully assault 
and thereby did bodily harm 
with circumstances of 
aggravation.  He was remanded 
to appear in Merredin on 3rd 
March 2023. 

Greta Riley appeared on the 
charge of stealing.  She was 

remanded to appear in 
Northam on 27th February 
2023.  

Natasha Riley appeared on the 
charge of stealing.  She was 
remanded to appear in 
Northam on 27th February 
2023.  

1 February 2023 

Merredin Courthouse 

Brendan Payne appeared on the 
charges of steal motor vehicle 
(as defined in section 371A 
Criminal Code), possess a 
prohibited drug (cannabis), 
gave false personal details to a 
public officer and assault 
occasioning bodily harm.  He 
was remanded to appear in 
Perth on 24th February 2023.  

By MERREDIN LIBRARY 

Now the kids are back at school, 
the Merredin Library is back to 
normal operating hours: 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Friday from 10am-5pm, 
Thursday from 10am – 6pm and 
Saturday 10am-12noon. 

The library is a lovely and cool 
spot to read, check out some 
information or just hang out.  
The library has comfy chairs, 
tables to sit at, and even free 
Wi-Fi. 

Photographic Display 

The staff of the library have 
been working hard on 
February’s display. 

The display includes many 
photos from the collection of 
Barbara Hall and Bob Abell of 
local weddings, possibly as early 
as 1914, as well as wedding 
dresses, hats, and more. 

Find out about odd wedding 
customs from around the world.  
Help library staff by filling in the 
information sheets if you know 
who is shown in the photos. 

Library Lovers Day 

In celebration of Library Lovers’ 
Day on the 14 February, staff 

have brought back ‘Blind date 
with a book’.  The books are 
covered in brown paper, with 
only a minimal description on 
the cover: whether it is large 
print, a mystery or romance and 
a similar author. 

Take a chance on borrowing a 
book without knowing what you 
are getting.  Who knows, you 
may find yourself a new 
favourite author.  It’s a lucky dip 
for adults. 

E-Membership 

Did you know that you can fill 
out an application for an e-
membership to be able to 
borrow free resources from the 
Merredin Library? 

Just go to the Merredin Shire 
Website, https://
www.merredin.wa.gov.au/sign-
up-to-library-e-
membership.aspx, and fill in the 
form.  You will receive a 
membership card number and a 
PIN to be able to access our free 
e-resources including OverDrive, 
BolindaBorrowBox, Kanopy, 
Hoopla, Library e-Resources, 
Ziptales and more. 

Library staff are always happy to 
help, so ask us if you can’t find 
what you need.  See you soon. 

https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2023/jan/29/happiness-can-be-ignited-by-making-something-small-infinite-what-makes-me-happy-now
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2023/jan/29/happiness-can-be-ignited-by-making-something-small-infinite-what-makes-me-happy-now
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2023/jan/29/happiness-can-be-ignited-by-making-something-small-infinite-what-makes-me-happy-now
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2023/jan/29/happiness-can-be-ignited-by-making-something-small-infinite-what-makes-me-happy-now
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2023/jan/29/happiness-can-be-ignited-by-making-something-small-infinite-what-makes-me-happy-now
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2023/jan/29/happiness-can-be-ignited-by-making-something-small-infinite-what-makes-me-happy-now
https://www.merredin.wa.gov.au/sign-up-to-library-e-membership.aspx
https://www.merredin.wa.gov.au/sign-up-to-library-e-membership.aspx
https://www.merredin.wa.gov.au/sign-up-to-library-e-membership.aspx
https://www.merredin.wa.gov.au/sign-up-to-library-e-membership.aspx
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CAR-BASED CAMERA CLUB MEETING 
By GRANT STAINER 

“Cars” was the theme for the 
December 2022 meeting of the 
Merredin Camera Club, and it 
was a bit of a challenge making 
an ordinary car look interesting. 

Nineteen photos filled the 
theme section in December, 
and another 21 photos filled the 
open section.  The December 
judge was Alan Carter. 

In the theme section, the judge 
awarded equal gold to Chloe 
Willcocks’s “Jeep”, Grace 
Williams’s “Long forgotten”, 
and Pippa de Lacy’s “Still 
photogenic”. 

Equal silver was awarded to 
Craig Shipway’s “Carrera rally”, 
Jules Alvaro’s “Old car tip”, 
Lorraine Ryan’s “Off we go”, 
and Grace Williams’s 
“Australian Icon”. 

Equal bronze was awarded to 
six other photos. 

In the open section, the judge 
awarded equal gold to Craig 
Shipway’s “Lightning storm”, 
Shay Creagh’s “Great ride”, 
Chloe Willcocks’s “Resting”, 
Pippa de Lacy’s “Sunset sheep”, 
and Samantha Webb’s “Beach”.   

Equal silver was awarded to 
Chloe Willcocks’s “B&W tree” 
and Samantha Webb’s “Burning 
off”.  Equal bronze was awarded 
to seven other photos. 

The judge provided a range of 
feedback, mainly relating to 
composition of the photos. 

Club members voted somewhat 
differently to the judge in both 

the theme and open sections. 

In the theme section, first place 
went to Craig Shipway’s 
“Carrera rally”.  Second place 
went to Pippa de Lacy’s “The 
stories I could tell”, and equal 
third place went to Glen 
Riethmuller’s “Old cars” and 
Lorraine Ryan’s “Off we go”. 

In the club member’s open 
section voting, first place went 
to Craig Shipway’s “Lightning 
storm”.  Second place went to 
Samantha Webb’s “Burning off”, 
and third place went to Chloe 
Willcocks’s “Resting”. 

The next meeting is scheduled 
for the 15th February 2023, 
where the subject will be 

“golden hour”, which is the half 
hour either side of sunrise and 
sunset. 

The Merredin Camera Club 
welcomes new members.  For 
more information about the 
Merredin Camera Club, please 
email Kate Caughey at 
merredincameraclub@yahoo.co
m.au 

‘Burning off’ by Samantha Webb 

‘Jeep’ by Chloe Willcocks 

‘The stories’ by Pippa de Lacy 

‘Lightning storm’ by Craig Shipway 
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MERREDIN MERINOS HOST SENIOR’S GAMES 
By YVONNE GRAY 

After cancellations during the 
past two years, the Senior 
Games will be held in Merredin 
on Tuesday 28th March 2023 at 
the MRCLC hosted by local 
team, “Merredin Merinos”. 

Since 1996 the Seniors Games 
have been held in alternative 
towns, including, Hopetoun, 
Tammin, Kulin/Kondinin, 
Merredin, Southern Cross, 
Corrigin, Kellerberrin and 
others.  The aim of the 
competition to encourage the 
elderly to socialise and 
participate in exercise of their 
capabilities. 

Games played include, Putt Putt 
golf, Bean bag toss (while 
seated), Basketball (pass the 
basketball while sitting), 

shuffleboard and a quiz.  Teams 
consist of 13 players, with not 
all players playing every game.  
This year we have 7 teams and 
85 players from 5 towns 
competing, coordinated by 
Audiene and Peter McCrae with 
the help of volunteers as 
scorers, time keepers, record 
keepers, kitchen help etc. 

March 2020 Senior’s Games, 
participants (above), sponsor 

and mascots (right) 

WSWA MERREDIN BRANCH 
By TRACY SCOTT, Secretary, 
Merredin Wildflower Society 

In case you haven’t heard, The 
Wildflower Society of Western 
Australia Merredin Branch won 
the 2023 Australia Day Active 
Citizenship (Group) Award. 

Congratulations to everyone 
concerned! Merredin Shire President Mark 

McKenzie presenting Mal 
Harper with the Award 

Wildflower Society members Neville Middleton, Roy Butler, 
Mal Harper and Laura Cruz 
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By MERREDIN CRC 

Australia Day dawned bright 
and sunny and the CRC along 
with their treasured 
volunteers had the BBQs 
burning early to put on a 
fantastic Aussie breakfast for 
the Merredin community. 

Approximately 160 people 
turned out to enjoy the 
traditional Aussie breakfast of 
sausages, bacon, egg, mushies 
and onion in a roll. 

An added bonus this year was 
free coffee from Wheatbelt 
Coffee Time—thanks for 
coming Brad! 

The breakfast was followed by 
a welcome by the Merredin 
CRC Management Committee 
Chairperson, Ross Duffield, 
Merredin Police raising the 
flag while A Choired Taste 
sang the National Anthem 

A Choired Taste also sang a 
beautiful rendition of Take Me 
Home, Country Roads 
(Western Australia version). 

The Shire of Merredin then 
followed with the 
announcement of the Citizen 
of the Year Award winners, 
and the presentation of the 
Eric Hind Scholarship Awards. 

Congratulations to all the 
award nominees and winners. 

2023 Young Citizen of the Year 
nominations: Alyssa Taylor, 
Carly Silver and Jaden Willis. 

Winner: Jaden Willis 

2023 Active Citizenship Award 
nominees: The Wildflower 
Society of Western Australia-
Merredin Branch and 
Merredin Youth Committee. 

Winner: The Wildflower 
Society of Western Australia-
Merredin Branch. 

2023 Eric Hind Scholarship 
Award winners: Kate Growden 
and Jacob Billing. 

The Merredin CRC would like 
to thank all their wonderful 
volunteers who helped with 

setting up, packing up, 
barbecuing, serving, cleaning 
up and general running 
around - Merredin Men’s Shed 
and the many individuals, too 
numerous to list.  The day 
would not have run so 
smoothly without you. 

Thanks to the Merredin Show 
committee for the loan of 
their new marquee - what a 
wonderful new addition for 
the Show - and this was the 
perfect chance to have a pre-
Show go at putting it up. 

The Australia Day Breakfast 
would not have been possible 
without the kind support of 
our sponsors -  The Shire of 
Merredin and Collgar 
Community Fund.  Thank you 
for your continued support. 

AUSTRALIA DAY BREAKFAST 

Merredin CRC Management 
Committee Chair, Ross Duffield 

Merredin Police, raising the flag The Merredin community enjoying the shade of the new 
Merredin Show marquee 

The breakfast marquees A Choired Taste 
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MECHANIC 

CARPENTER 

PEST CONTROL 

 

SARAH SOMERS               

LAWYER                                    

Family Law – Divorce – Separation -  Property 

Settlement – Defacto Relationships 

Children’s Issues – Contact/Residence 

Competitive hourly rates – Reduced fee for 

Initial Consultation 

Serving the Wheatbelt Community 

PAINTER 

EARTH MOVING COMPUTER TECH SUPPORT 

PHOTOCOPIERS COMMERCIAL 

LAWYER 
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Horoscopes 
ARIES 21 March-19 April  

Be carful what you say as you 
can be very harsh, and your 
words may hurt. 

TAURUS 20 April-26 May 

Give help and support as 
needed, you can do this! 

GEMINI 21 May-20 June 

The best ideas need to wait for 
the right time, so hold on and 
wait - you’ll know when it’s 
right. 

CANCER 21 June-22July 

Money is important but doesn’t 
buy happiness. Don’t forget to 
pay your bills. 

LEO 23 July-22 August 

Gossip can hurt!  If you don’t 
have anything nice to say, keep it 
to yourself. 

VIRGO 23 August-22 September 

It’s not all about money, but 
maybe look at updating your 
budget. 

LIBRA 23 September-22 October  

It’s time to stop, smell the roses 
and break free of the routine 
you’ve created for yourself. 

SCORPIO 23 October-21 November 

Follow those goals you’ve been 
working towards and you will 
be rewarded. 

SAGITTARIUS 22 November-21 
December  

Who likes a rut? It’s time to 
move on an try new things. 

CAPRICORN 22 December-19 
January  

Being cranky and grumpy isn’t 
good, look on the bright side of 
life. 

AQUARIUS 20 January-18 February 

Yes, money was wasted, but 

use the opportunity to learn 

from your mistakes. 

PISCES 19 February-20 March 

It’s time to take care of your 

health and nurture that thing 

that you have been avoiding. 

CLASSIFIEDS 

Positions Vacant 

For Sale 

For Sales $5000 ONO 
A gopher converter, one year old. Can be 
converted to a golf buggy, if needed. Has 
played three rounds of golf. $5000 ONO. Has 
shopping bag, hood and golf bag carrier. 
Phone 9048 4155, mobile 0467 834 155 
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From the History Room 
By MERREDIN LIBRARY 

The following snippets 
appeared in the local FEBRUARY 
newspapers of the time. 

12th, 1931: There are some fine 
wheat stacks at the various 
sidings in the eastern 
wheatbelt.  Mukinbudin boats 
170,000 bags, Bencubbin 
130,000, Nungarin 120,000 and 
Trayning and many others are 
approaching the 100,000 mark. 

12th, 1931: Are you a 
SUBSCRIBER to your local 
paper? If not, send 7/6 (75 
cents) and have the ‘Merredin 
Mercury’ posted to you for 12 
months. 

20th, 1936: A man was charged 
in Merredin with unlawfully 
assuming control of a 
motorcycle, he was awarded 6 
months hard labour.  On a 
charge of stealing money, the 
same accused was ordered a 
further 3 months. 

24th, 1938: A swimming pool, 

now under construction at the 
Mines at Westonia, is nearing 
completion and will be officially 
opened on Sunday March 6 by 
the Mines Manager, Mr. Kayser. 

22nd, 1940: For the second time 
since the inception of the 
Hospital, there were 10 babies 
in the ward at the same time on 
Tuesday, the previous record 
being 18 some months back. 

17th, 1965: The new Junior High 
School at Southern Cross got 
underway on Monday, the new 
Head Teacher is Mr. Smythe. 

23rd, 1966: 13 new admissions 
were made on the first day of 
school at Shackleton School.  
The total enrolment of 91 
children is a rise of 2 from last 
year. 

3rd, 1970: About 30 Hyden 
children attended swimming 
lessons at the Kondinin Pool.  
The children travelled the 80 
miles daily by bus driven by Mr. 
R. McLennan. 
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NEW MERREDIN SHOW MARQUEE 
By MERREDIN SHOW 
COMMITTEE 

The Merredin Show 
Committee have purchased a 
much-needed new marquee 
for the Show and had the 
chance to put it up for the first 
time for use at the Australia 
Day Breakfast hosted by the 
Merredin CRC. 

It took a couple of hours, 

being the first time, and a lot 
of volunteers to get it up and 
ready – but was totally worth 
the effort.  It is a magnificent 
structure and is a very 
welcome addition for the 
Show.  

The committee would like to 
thank those who came to 
help, including family and 
friends of committee 
members, Merredin Men’s 

Shed and CRC staff. 

The Merredin Show this year 
will be held on Saturday 1 
April – no joke!  Gates open at 
10am.  Tickets are $15, with 
kids’ entry once again FREE, 
thanks to Collgar Community 
Fund.  All tickets, including 
FREE child tickets are now 
available to be booked online 
through Trybooking. 

The 2023 Merredin Show 
Raffle is limited to only 500 
tickets.  Tickets are $50 each 
with first prize of $10,000, 
second prize of $3,000 and 
third prize of $2,000.  Raffle 
tickets are available for 
purchase from the CRC and 
will also be available at the 
Merredin Markets on Friday 3 
March.  Get in quick so you 
don’t miss out! 

CALLING ALL CRITTERS 
WHO LOVE TO BE ON 

DISPLAY! 
By MERREDIN SHOW 
COMMITTEE 

If you have a small friendly pet 
or farm favourite that just loves 
to be the centre of attention, 
and is well behaved, perhaps 
they may like to come along to 
the Critter Corner at the 
Merredin show this year! 

Rabbits, guinea pigs, lambs, kids 
(the 4-legged variety), calves, 
chooks and ducks, just to name 
a few, are all welcome.  They 
will need to stay for the day, 
arriving no later than 10am and 
leaving at 4pm. 

Places are limited so please 
contact Melinda at the CRC to 
register your interest to bring 
your pet for the day.  More 
information will be provided on 
application.  Phone the CRC on 
9041 1041 or email Melinda 
manager@merredincrc.com. 
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SUPPORT YOUR 
COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER - 

THE PHOENIX 
By MERREDIN CRC 

The Merredin CRC are 
passionate about the 
community of Merredin 
including keeping everyone 
updated on everything 
‘Merredin’ in our community 
newspaper, The Phoenix. 

The Phoenix is a labour of love 
for the CRC, however it takes a 
lot of staff time to source and 
follow up on articles and 
advertising as well as the 
‘putting together’ of the final 
product. 

The CRC would like to remind 
readers that The Phoenix is 
available from many outlets 
throughout town, however, 
payment is via an honour box 
system - The Phoenix is NOT a 
free community newspaper!  

 When buying The Phoenix, you 
are supporting the CRC in 
keeping the community 
informed. 

If you are one of our valued 
advertisers, please remember 
that your adverts assist the CRC 
in being able to financially 
produce The Phoenix, and your 
timely payment is crucial for the 
continuing production of The 
Phoenix. 

There is a significant cost 
involved in providing this 
service for the community so 
please show your support by 
making sure you pay for your 
copy of The Phoenix or pay for 
your advertising in a timely 
manner. 

TRIPS AND FALLS WORKSHOPS 
By MERRITTVILLE RETIREMENT 
VILLAGE 

On 1 February 2023 at the 
Merrittville Hall, Rain 
Rodenburg, Health Promotions 
Officer, WACHS Merredin, held 
the first of three free Trips and 
Falls Workshops, followed by a 
morning tea provided by the 
Merrittville Retirement Village 
Committee. 

This first workshop was 
attended by some of the 
Merrittville residents as well as 
members of the public. 

The session was based around 
foot and leg muscle health and 
remaining balanced on your 
feet.  There was an informative 
PowerPoint presentation, take-
home information sheets and 
various exercises that the 
attendees were shown at the 
workshop that they could 
continue at home to strengthen 
their leg muscles and improve 
balance. 

Everyone who attended, 
enjoyed the workshop and 
morning tea and are excited to 
attend the next two sessions. 

Attendees were happy with the 
information and resources they 
were provided, from how to 
choose safe shoes to at home 
exercises to minimize their fall 
risk. 

A big thank you goes out to 

those who attended, we look 
forward to seeing you back next 
week, to the Merrittville 
Committee for providing the 
morning tea, to the Merredin 
CRC for organizing and 
promoting the workshops and 
to Rain Rodenburg, for running 
this informative workshop. 

There is still one workshop to 
attend, 15 February 2023, from 

10am to 11am with morning tea 
to follow.  All workshops are 
free to attend. 

If you would like to attend the 
final workshop please call or 
text the Merrittville phone on 
0459 027 862 or email 
merrittvillecommittee@gmail.com  
Bookings are essential for 
catering purposes. 

mailto:merrittvillecommittee@gmail.com
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WTF 9TH -22ND FEBRUARY 2023 

Astronomy 

By PETER BARRETT 

February is a great time for 
Watching The Firmament, with 
warm balmy mostly clear nights. 

At this time of year, we are 
facing away from the center of 
the Milky Way towards Taurus 
and Orion in the evening. 

The unmistakable triplet of 
bright stars that form Orion’s 
belt are an important celestial 
signpost, lying as they do on the 
celestial equator.  This means 
those “three sisters” will always 
rise due East and set due West, 
no matter where you are. 

Following the line of the belt 
southwards leads you to mighty 
Sirius the Dog Star, the brightest 
star in the night sky.  Follow 

them northwards and you come 
to bright red Aldebaran “the 
follower”, the main star of 
Taurus.  Don’t mistake it for 
Mars, which happens to be 
nearby at the moment and is 
considerably brighter. 

Currently, an imaginary line 
passing through Mars and 
Aldebaran extended northward 
leads to the bright star Capella. 

If you are looking for comet ZTF 
it will appear somewhere very 
close to this line over the next 
few nights. 

Many of the bright stars in this 
area are among our closest 
neighbours.  Betelgeuse “the 
armpit” is the bright red star 
just North of Orion’s belt and 

forms part of the rectangle that 
frames it. 

To the East of it lies Procyon the 
“little dog”.  Sirius Betelgeuse 
and Procyon form a large 
conspicuous equilateral triangle.  
With Sirius calculated to be just 
8.6 light-years away and 
Procyon 11.3 light-years these 
dogs are very close indeed. 

Of all the stars visible to the 
naked eye only Alpha Centauri 
way to the South is closer.  
Aldebaran is quite close too at 
65 light-years.  This star is 
surrounded by the V-shaped 
Hyades cluster. 

The other bright star in Orion’s 
rectangle is Rigel “the foot”.  
The area between the belt and 
the foot, known as “the sword”, 

is filled with nebulous gas, some 
of which can be seen with the 
naked eye. 

Inspection of this area with 
binoculars reveals the Great 
Nebula, a particularly lurid 
patch.  The famous Horsehead 
Nebula also lives amongst the 
three sisters of Orion’s belt, but 
you will need some special 
techniques to reveal that one. 

So, what are you waiting for, 
besides sunset?  Find a nice spot 
out in the open, set up the 
recliner, a hummock or maybe 
even your swag.  Grab some 
refreshments and your 
binoculars.  No matter how 
down you are feeling I 
guarantee everything will be 
looking up in no time! 
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Merredin 

Sport  
 

proudly 

sponsored by  

Basketball 

MERREDIN BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 
Round 10 

Senior Men 

Burracoppin Cats (40) d. 
Merredin Grizzlies (33) 

Bulls (39) d. Lakers (36) 

Senior Women 

Sonics (22) d. Mystics Blue (16) 

Sharks (2) d. Merredin Warriors 
(forfeit) 

Bye: Fury 

Junior Boys 

Green (45) d. Light Grey (10)  

Black (32) d. Yellow (10) 

Light Blue (29) d. Red (21) 

Junior Girls 

White (28) d. Orange (21) 

Royal Blue (20) d. Lime Green 
(14) 

Intermediate Boys 

Green v. Royal Blue (forfeit) 

Light Grey (24) d. Red (22) 

Yellow (36) d. Orange (32) 

Bye: Black 

BFC LOOKS THE GOODS FOR 2023 
By BURRACOPPIN FC 

The Burracoppin Football Club 
commenced its pre-season 
training regime on Monday 23rd 
January with approximately 20 
players turning out for the first 
official run of 2023. 

After a red-hot season in 2022 
celebrating the Club’s 100th 
year and the reserves only just 
missing out on a place in the big 
dance, the upcoming season 
looks to be a promising one for 
the favoured local side. 

The league team welcomes back 
Coach Russell “Russ” Swanson 
who brings with him a wealth of 
knowledge, experience, and 
passion.  Although plagued by 
injuries last season, the league 
team had a much improved hit-
out compared to previous years 
gone by, and this year are 
looking to go bigger and better 
with the welcome addition of 
new players. 

After the retirement of long-
standing reserves coach Scott 
“Coops” Cooper, the club knew 
they had big shoes to fill if the 
success of the ressies was set to 
continue.  This season Michael 
“Porky” Hayden has volunteered 
to take over the reins, and the 
Club is hopeful of another 

prosperous year both on and off 
the field. 

The Burracoppin Football Club 
prides itself on having a strong 
and proud history made up of 
many premierships over the 
decades.  Under the guidance of 
Club President Garret 
Greenham, the aim for the 
committee is to run a 
professional outfit that boasts a 
family friendly atmosphere and 
is welcoming of diversity.  
Although a few of the Club’s star 
players have moved on, with the 
luxury of youth, local talent and 
passion on their side, the Cats 
are looking forward to seeing 
what the 2023 season holds. 

Last year the Eastern Districts 
Football Club’s number 1 and 
number 2 best players within 
the association came from the 
home of the Cattery in that of 
Jack Stevens (joint winner 
alongside Ben Doyle of Corrigin 
and Ben Rushforth of Nukarni), 
and Jack Downsborough (runner
-up), a name synonymous with 
the blue and white.  With 
several big names continuing to 
shine in the off-season within 
their respective WAFL Club’s 
including Jack Stevens, Jack 
Downsborough and young-gun 
Codan Daddow, the Club is 

a vibrant, fun, and social club 
that boasts success not just on 
the field, but as well as a culture 
that represents comradery, 
mateship, and community-spirit, 
then please don’t hesitate to 
either rock up at training 
(everyone’s welcome) or get in 
touch with Club President, 
Garret Greenham on 0409 497 
605.  Pre-season training in 
Merredin is held every Monday 
and Wednesday at the Merredin 
Regional Community and Leisure 
Centre at 6:00pm. 

Between now and the season 
kicking-off in April, there will be 
3 scratch matches at various 
locations, as well as a couple of 
social functions.  Follow the 
Burracoppin Football Club on 
Facebook to stay up to date, or 
email burrafooty@hotmail.com 
to join the mailing list. 

BFC team at the first pre-season training for 2023 

proud of the local grown talent 
that has been raised and 
coached from a grass-roots 
level.  Whilst it’s likely that 
Stevens, Downsborough and 
Daddow may be called up for 
WAFL commitments throughout 
the season, the Club is confident 
of having enough depth to still 
be successful within the local 
competition. 

Already the committee is busy 
planning an array of off-field 
events including a monster 
raffle, the annual Back to Burra 
reunion, the yearly Narembeen 
Dress-Up party and more!  New 
merchandise is also on the table, 
as well as several player 
incentives especially for under 
18’s. 

If you, or someone you know is 
interested in getting involved in 

mailto:burrafooty@hotmail.com
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