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HRH QUEEN ELIZABETH II 
1926-2022 

 
A Nation's Mother has died, 

The Head of a Worldwide Family departed, 
 

We are saddened and feel weakened, 
A guiding light has been extinguished. 

 
The light burned brightly for so long, 

As her father before her 
 

She placed her hand in God's. 
This trust being better than any other way. 

 
That smiling face will remain. 

In our mind's eye always, 
 

That humour will stay with us, 
Her joy of life so evident. 

 
Safe journey to the heavens. 
Good person now departed, 

 
An important life ended, 

Elizabeth The Great has gone...... 
'Long Live The King'! 

 
- Mr Edward Jenkins, 2022, 

a Cambridgeshire man 
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COVID-19 
COVID-19 Australian  

Statistics 
WA—Cases 1.14M—Deaths 639 

ACT—Cases 204,397 —Deaths 125 

NSW—Cases 3.48M—Deaths 5,163 

NT—Cases 96,768—Deaths 70 

QLD—Cases 1.62M—Deaths 2,125 

SA—Cases 762,012—Deaths 907 

TAS—Cases 248,012—Deaths 185 

VIC—Cases 2.6M—Deaths 5,569 

COVID-19 WA  
Statistics 

As at 20 September 2022 

Tested 4,543,225 

Confirmed Cases 1,145,119 

Recovered 1,140,865 

Deaths 639 

Active cases in WA 3,615 

 

COVID-19 in Australia 

Vaccinations: 

1 Dose 22,434,919 (92.93%) 

Fully Vaccinated 21,774,748 (90.2%) 

Booster 14,239,837 (69.1%) 



4                 THE PHOENIX  Thursday 22nd September 2022 

 

RIDE FOR LIFE - MENTAL HEALTH STEP UP 
By ROMOLO PATRONI 

On a cold cloudy morning on 
Thursday the 15th of 
September, 14 riders from the 
Goldfield musters rode into the 
Merredin Men’s Shed yard 
complex having left Perth that 
morning on route to Kalgoorlie. 

The riders, led by Gary Pontifex 
and supported by Neami 
Nationals, were making the ride 
to promote the Kalgoorlie 
Health Step Up/Step down 
service. 

The Neami Nationals is a 
community mental health 
service supporting people to 
improve their health, live 
independently and pursue a 
life based on their own 
strengths, values, and goals. 

Their services extend in diverse 
communities ranging from inner 
suburbs to regional and remote 
areas and use what’s termed a 
collaborative recovery approach 
to support people. 

Ideals that reinforce the 
principles of what the Men’s 
Shed stand for and try to 
achieve in their own way in the 
Merredin Community. 

The Shed members met the 
riders and hosted them to a 
lunch of two choices of soup 
and fresh pizza followed by cake 
desserts. 

The lunch was prepared by two 
wonderful ladies in Julie 
Nicoletti and Audiene McCrae, a 
real treat much appreciated by 
the guests and Shed members. 

Following lunch, an enlightening 
address was given by Damien 
Roper from the Neami Nationals 
exposing the values and 
objectives that affect many of 
our lives, and as menfolk the 
simple task of asking RUOK, the 
need to talk through your 

mental thoughts and drawing 
attention to mental health. 

The visit finished off with the 
guests touring the Shed 
premises, having a group photo 
taken and then they were on 
their way again. 

RIDE FOR COMPASSION 
By LAURA CRUZ 

On Saturday 17 September 
2022, a group of intrepid 
cyclists embarked on Ride for 
Compassion: Coast to Coast - an 
epic trek from Perth to 
Newcastle, NSW.  The month-
long adventure will see the 
team ride around 150 km per 
day! 

The Merredin Church of Christ 
welcomed the 27 riders and 13 
support crew on Sunday 18th 
September at 5pm. Members 
from the church opened their 
homes for everyone to get a 
warm shower after their long 
ride.  (Although this was the 
plan not everyone got a warm 
shower, thanks to the power 
outage many settled for a cold 
shower.) 

The lovely ladies of the church 
provided a lovely dinner for 
everyone to share.  One of the 

riders made a comment that 
they had never been fed so 
well, but I think if you are very 
hungry like most of them were 
any food is great food.  The next 
morning, they were off on their 
way to Southern Cross, knowing 
very well they would be riding 
through the rain, and it poured 
down only a few minutes after 
they left. 

About Ride for Compassion 

Ride for Compassion is an 
annual event in which cyclists 
and support crew—with a 
desire to help children living in 
poverty—raise money for 
Compassion Australia.  All funds 
raised are used to support 
Compassion’s Critical Needs to 
help children living in poverty in 
developing countries.  In 2022, 
a month-long ride will travel 
across Australia from coast to 
coast. 

Poverty has a devastating 
impact on children, taking away 
their chance to learn and play, 
and instead exposing them to 
exploitation, violence or 
even death.  Compassion is an 
international Christian ministry 
with over six decades of 
experience that equips over 

8000 local church partners in 
over 25 countries to release 
children from poverty in Jesus' 
name.  Only together with you 
can we restore hope and make 
change so children can reach 
their full potential. (taken from 
the Compassion Facebook page) 
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Court Report 

Banter on Bates! 

The Phoenix is introducing a 
new column.  This will be a 
space where any positive 
community ‘snippets’ can be 
shared… as in big birthdays and 
anniversaries, opening of new 
community spaces, something 
big happening in town, thank 
you’s for above and beyond and 
so on. 

If you have anything to share, 
email administration3@ 
merredincrc.com or phone the 
CRC on 90411041. 

Inclusions will be dependent on 
space availability in each 
edition; however every effort 
will be made to publish all news. 

Snow was Audiened over the 
weekend. Found guilty of 
dancing and enjoying himself at 
the Cummins Theatre. Fantastic 
night had by all. Kaye and Ross 
Duffield. 

Hats off to Moorditj Mia and 
Berringa - anonymous 

How great was the opening of 
the new Arcade 94? I can’t wait 
to go again! - anonymous 

Library Musings 
By MERREDIN LIBRARY 

Staff at the Merredin Library are 
always trying to help patrons to 
find what they need.  Currently 
the library has a display called ‘I 
don’t remember the title…but 
the cover was blue!’  This is for 
all those people who want to re-
read a book but can’t remember 
what it was called. Yes, library 
staff can often find the book 
even without the title.  Come in 
and test them today. 

Remembering Greatness 

It seems that the last few years 
have been an almost unending 
round of grief, with many well-
known and loved characters 
being lost to the world.  Looking 
back at their achievements and 
their lives is inspiring, 
encouraging us to learn from 
their example rather than 
focusing on the loss.  The 
Merredin Library has many of 
these books, such as ‘Don’t stop 
believin’ by Olivia Newton-John,  
‘Born-again Blakfella’ by Jack 
Charles and ‘Tell me why’ by 
Archie Roach just to name a 
few. 

Holiday Fun in the Library 

Library staff are getting ready 
for school holiday fun.  We have 
some of the favourites like clay 
modelling, but also have some 

6th September 2022 

Merredin Courthouse 

Hayley Davis appeared on 
charges of breach of protective 
bail conditions, common 
assault, unlawfully assault and 
thereby did bodily harm with 
circumstances of aggravation, 
careless driving and without 
lawful excuse trespassed on a 
place.  She was remanded to 
appear in Merredin on the 4th 
of October 2022. 

Lance Chadd appeared on 
charges of possessed drug 
paraphernalia in or which there 
was a prohibited drug or plant, 
possess a prohibited drug and 
acts or omissions causing bodily 
harm or danger to any person.  
He was remanded to appear in 
Rockingham on the 30th of 
September 2022. 

Cameron Flint appeared on a 
charge of common assault in 
circumstance of aggravation or 
racial aggravation.  He was 
remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 4th of October 
2022. 

Nyree Howlett appeared on a 
charge of possessing a 
prohibited drug.  She was 
remanded to appear in 
Busselton on the 20th of 
September 2022. 

Michael Hughes appeared on a 
non-disclosed charge.  He was 
remanded to appear in Perth on 
the 21st of September 2022. 

Justin Jetta appeared on 
charges of obstructing public 
officers and disorderly behavior 
in public.  He was remanded to 
appear in Merredin on the 4th 
of October 2022. 

Donna Ryan appeared on 
charges of disorderly behavior 
in public, damaging property, 
common assault, possess a 
prohibited plant, four charges of 
possessed drug paraphernalia in 
or which there was a prohibited 
drug or plant, cultivate a 
prohibited plant, possess a 
prohibited drug and four 
charges of offer to sell or supply 

a prohibited drug to another.  
She was remanded to appear in 
Geraldton on the 29th of 
September 2022. 

Brendan Payne appeared on 
charges of no authority to drive 
and steal a motor vehicle.  He 
was remanded to appear in 
Armadale on the 30th of 
September 2022. 

Johnathan Papertalk appeared 
on charges of no authority to 
drive, four charges of stealing, 
aggravated burglary and 
commit, unlawfully assault and 
thereby did bodily harm with 
circumstance of aggravation, 
burglary and commit and three 
charges of steal motor vehicle.  
He was remanded to appear in 
Geraldton on the 22nd of 
September. 

Tevita Taumalolo appeared on 
charges of possessed a 
controlled weapon, being 
armed or pretending to be 
armed in a way that may cause 
fear, entered premises contrary 
to a barring notice and criminal 
damage or destruction of 
property.  He was remanded to 
appear in Merredin on the 4th 
of October 2022. 

Fernando Ugle appeared on a 
charge of common assault in 
circumstance of aggravation or 
racial aggravation.  He was 
remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 30th of 
November 2022. 

Tremaine Ward appeared on 
charges of common assault and 
criminal damage or destruction 
of property.  He was remanded 
to appear in Merredin on the 
4th of October 2022. 

Melville Verhoeven appeared 
on four charges of drove with 
prescribed illicit drug in oral 
fluid or blood, two charges of 
possess a prohibited drug, 
assault occasioning bodily harm 
and two charges of being armed 
or pretending to be armed in a 
way that may cause fear.  He 
was remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 5th of October 
2022. 

new activities.  Come along and 
make a paper plane, then race 
them against the others.  See 
who can build the best plane.  
Have you ever made a painting 
using a spinner?  Or with 
shaving cream?  Create crazy 
designs or design your own 
paper using different 
techniques.  Just remember to 
book.  Go to bit.ly/
MerLibraryEvent or call the 
library on 90411222. 

Golden Feather Hunt 

Have you found one of the 
hidden feathers?  Merredin 
Library staff have hidden some 
feathers in books around the 
library, including one Amethyst 
Feather.  If you find the 
Amethyst feather you will 
instantly win a prize.  But you 
will have to read books to find 
it. 

Remember to ask Library staff if 
you need help, whether it is 
how to create a wooden jigsaw 
puzzle, knit an animal hat, draw 
a mermaid, or find something 
on the internet.  Staff are always 
ready with a smile and 
information.  Library 
membership is free, and all 
library members have free 
access to eBooks and more.  
Come in and see what’s new 
today. 

mailto:administration3@merredincrc.com
mailto:administration3@merredincrc.com
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INTER-HOUSE ATHLETICS CARNIVALS 
Last week at Merredin College, 
we held our Inter-house 
Carnivals.  Congratulations to 
the winning houses and to the 
students who won 
championship trophies. 

Primary Overall Champions 

Secondary Overall Champions 

Primary Athletics 

House Points 

1st Law (662) 

2nd Kelly (566) 

3rd Mitchell (561) 

4th Growden (519) 

Secondary Athletics 

House Points 

1st Growden (944) 

2nd Kelly (915) 

3rd Mitchell (899) 

4th Law (708) 

HISTORY VISIT AT MERREDIN LIBRARY 
By MERREDIN LIBRARY 

The Merredin Library hosted a 
group visit from ‘Family History 
WA’ on Thursday. 

The group of 14 visited from 
Perth, coming by car or rail, 
with plans to visit the Library, 
the Museums and maybe take 
in a little wildflower watching as 
well. 

The visit started in the Merredin 
Library with the group being 
regaled by locals Rob Endersbee 
and Mal Harper. 

Both gentlemen spoke 
enthusiastically about their long 
family histories with the 
Merredin area. 

Library staff member Anita 
provided a wonderful afternoon 
tea. 

The group were shown around 
the Wildflower Society 
Herbarium, then embarked on a 
short walking tour of Merredin 
streets with knowledgeable 
guide Anita, culminating in a 
visit to Cummins Theatre. 

The group were wonderfully 
entertained, thoroughly 
enjoying the first day of their 
visit to Merredin. 

The group would be visiting 
both the Merredin Military 
Museum and the Merredin 
Railway Museum on their 
second day, with hopes to visit 

Merredin Peak, some of the 
military sites and go wildflower 
spotting before leaving. 

The Merredin Library has 
information about Family 

History WA, a group that helps 
others to explore their family’s 
history. 
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY 
COMMUNION 

On Sunday 9 September five 
students, Zac Crees, Hamish 
Carr, Greta Gethin, Patrick 
O’Neill and Wilson Mason 
received the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. 

They celebrated their special 
day by attending Mass and then 
enjoying a morning tea in the 
school hall. 

ST MARY’S DAY 
St Mary’s Day was celebrated 
on Friday 16 September with a 
Liturgy in the school hall and 
then all the students enjoyed 
participating in team building 
games in their faction. 

This year’s celebrations were 
extra special because the school 
hall was officially named the St 
Joseph’s Hall. 

From the History Room 
By MERREDIN LIBRARY 

These recipes are from the 
Merredin Mercury and Central 
Districts Index 1944. 

The good old sausage definitely 
puts on party airs in this 
intriguing recipe… and what a 
saving on your meat coupons! 

ALL BRAN SAVOURY CREAM 
MUFFINS 

Moisten ½ cup Kellogg’s All Bran 
with 1 cup milk.  Sift 1½ cups 
self-raising flour with 1 
teaspoon salt or celery salt and 
a few grains cayenne.  Rub in 1 
tablespoon shortening and 1 
tablespoon finely grated 
cheese.   Add soaked All Bran 

mixing to a moist dough.  Roll to 
½ inch thickness and cut with 
floured knife or round cutter.  
Bake on greased baking tray in 
hot oven for 10 to 12 minutes, 
or on preheated greased gridle 
over moderate heat.  Grill, bake 
or fry 1lb sausages then slice 
thinly.  Melt 1 tablespoon 
shortening in saucepan, stir in 1 
tablespoon flour and cook for a 
few minutes.  Add 2 cups meat 
stock or water, stirring until 
mixture boils and thickens.  Add 
sliced sausages, 1 tablespoon 
grated cheese, 1 tablespoon 
chopped parsley and season to 
taste.  Simmer for a few 
minutes before serving with the 
split hot muffins. 
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ABSTRACT CAMERA CLUB MEETING 
By GRANT STAINER 

“Abstract” was the theme for 
the September meeting of the 
Merredin Camera Club, which 
was a rather different theme 
that is open to interpretation. 

Twenty photos filled the theme 
section this month, and another 
22 photos filled the open 
section.  The judge this month 
was Jennie Stock. 

In the theme section, Ms Stock 
awarded equal silver to Kate 
Caughey’s “S bend” and Julie 
Alvaro’s “Café strip” and “City 
windows”.  Equal bronze was 
awarded to Craig Shipway’s 
“Woody dreams”, Grace 
Williams’s “Lines and shadows” 
and “Hatched”, Rosie Cahill’s 
“Abstract tulip”, Kate Caughey’s 
“Wire”, and Shay Creagh’s “You 
tell me”. 

No gold was awarded in the 
theme section this month. 

In the open section, Ms Stock 
awarded equal gold to Craig 
Shipway’s “Moon peeping at 
sunset”, Grant Stainer’s 
“Railway Dam”, Glen 
Riethmuller’s “Going down”, 
and Kate Caughey’s “Spring 
skies”. 

Equal silver was awarded to 

Julie Alvaro’s “September skies 
over viridescent crops”, Gina 
Humphries “Reflected angel”, 
Glen Riethmuller’s “Bucket list”, 
Grant Stainer’s “Power in the 
reflection”, and Rosie Cahill’s 
“Wildflowers at Sunset”. 

Equal bronze was awarded to 
Pippa de Lacy’s “Sky full of 
colour” and “Sugarloaf Rock”, 
Grace Williams’s “Gorge 
crossing”, Julie Alvaro’s 
“Following the rain home”, 
Craig Shipway’s “Serenity of 
Kalbarri”, Shay Creagh’s “Kings 
Park Botanic Gardens”, Gina 
Humphries “Josephine Falls”, 
and Samantha Webb’s “Moss”. 

Club members voted somewhat 
different to the judge in both 
the theme and open sections. 

In the theme section, first place 
went to Julie Alvaro’s “Café 
strip”.  Second place went to 
Rosie Cahill’s “Abstract tulip”, 
and equal third place went to 
Craig Shipway’s “Woody 
dreams”, Grace Williams’s 
“Hatched”, and Pippa de Lacy’s 
“Sea urchin”. 

In the club member’s open 
section voting, first place went 
to Craig Shipway’s “Serenity of 
Kalbarri”.  Second place went to 
Gina Humphries “Josephine 
Falls”, and equal third place 

Josephine Falls, by Gina Humphries 

‘Abstract tulip’ by Rosie Cahill 

‘Sky full of colour’ by Pippa de Lacy 

‘Café strip; by Julie Alvaro 

went to Pippa de Lacy’s “Sky full 
of colour”, and Glen 
Riethmuller’s “Bucket list” and 
“Going down”. 

The next meeting is scheduled 
for the 12th of October, where 
the subject will be “shadows”, 
which will be a fascinating 
subject to photograph. 

The Merredin Camera Club 
welcomes new members.  For 

more information about the 
Merredin Camera Club, please 
email Kate Caughey at 
merredincameraclub@yahoo.co
m.au 
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CARPENTER 

PEST CONTROL 

 

SARAH SOMERS               

LAWYER                                    

Family Law – Divorce – Separation -  Property 

Settlement – Defacto Relationships 

Children’s Issues – Contact/Residence 

Competitive hourly rates – Reduced fee for 

Initial Consultation 

Serving the Wheatbelt Community 

LAWYER 

 AWD ENTERPRISES  

Painting Contractor  

Rego No 2916  

Domestic, Commercial, Industrial  

Protective Coatings, Insurance  

Contact Walter 0411 494 340 

PAINTER 

EARTH MOVING COMPUTER TECH SUPPORT 

PHOTOCOPIERS COMMERCIAL 

MECHANIC LAWYER 
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MERREDIN COMMUNITY MEN’S SHED 
CHANGES AT THE SHED 

By ROMOLO PATRONI 

On Thursday 8th October, 22 
members of the Merredin 
Men’s Shed met for the Annual 
General Meeting. 

Going into the meeting there 
was a degree of anticipation as 
there were no nominations for 
the Executive positions.                                                                                                                           
The previous President and 
Deputy in Phill Sachse and Peter 
McCrae had made it clear that 
they would be standing down 
from the respective positions 
having both served out their 
term. 

The President opened the 
meeting and following through 
the agenda presented his report 
on the activities of the year.  He 
highlighted the voluntary work 
carried out in assisting the Shire 
in the Gateway Festival, the 
Railway Museum in their 50-
year celebrations, the Anzac 
Day morning teas, and the 
bimonthly Merredin CRC market 
days.  He also complimented 
members Campbell Lawson and 
Dennis Scaddan for the service 
in running the train at various 
events. 

Some of the major projects 
were again in the cropping on 
the reserve north of town 
where the Shed were successful 
in negotiating an extension of 

their lease for another 5 years 
from the Shire of Merredin.  
The past crop was above 
expectation and yielded just 
under 2.5 tonnes per hectare. 

The importance of the crop is 
reflected in the Shed finances as 
the Shed is almost totally self-
funded.  Phil went on to 
mention that this current crop 
looks even better.  All of this is 
made possible by the generous 
assistance given by, firstly, 
member Peter McCrae who 
basically donates the seed and 
machinery to do the cropping 
and, secondly, by sponsors 
Nutrien Ag for fertilizer and 
chemicals, by Great Southern 
Fuels for diesel and others for 
their help. The contribution of 
the sponsors who assist the 
Shed was later reinforced by 
Langley Smith. 

Other areas of activity were in 
the workshop, where the 
restoration of the McDonald 
roller x Shire and Chamberlain 
tractor for the mining giant 
Mineral Resources was finally 
finished and transported to site 
at Koolyanobbing. 

Other areas of interest were in 
recycling of cans and bottles.   
This returned revenue of more 
than $3000 from which over 
$1000 was donated to the 
RFDS. 

Phil finished his report by 
acknowledging the Life 
Membership awarded earlier in 
the year to Peter McCrae and 
certificates of appreciation 
awarded to Dennis Scaddan, 
Sam Teasdale, and Malcolm 
Robartson. 

The anticipated election was 
conducted by Grant Bennett 
called on as returning officer.  
The results were Ross Duffield 
elected as President with his 
Deputy in Dennis Scaddan.  
They will head up a team of 7 

members that make up the 
Management Committee.  The 
Executive and Committee are 
elected for a two-year term. 

The Meeting progressed by 
passing a motion regarding 
membership fees as required to 
be set at an AGM. 

There was no other business, 
and the Chair congratulated the 
newly elected Members and 
wished them well for the 
coming year. 
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Tales from the Rails 

Tales from the Train  

By LADY RANTHAM 

July 2020 

I saw the most glorious 
exhibition of entitlement and 
ensuing disbelief this morning. 

I work in the city and we had 
some hard working high-vis 
people repairing a dodgy 
section of paving.  They’d 
obviously been dug in there 
since very early that morning 
and had set up a large circle of 
traffic cones connected with 
black and yellow striped bars, 
quite clearly delineating a safe 
workspace to keep the 
pedestrians streaming around 
them smoothly, while they went 
about their essential business. 

I was particularly happy about 
that as I almost turned an ankle 
on one of the uneven pavers 
the week before, so was already 
kindly disposed to the PPE-clad 
angels making my commute 
smoother. 

There was a fair glut of people 
in front of me, as I like to let the 
crowd disgorging from the 
station clear first and saunter at 
my own speed with plenty of 
physical distancing, so had a 
prime view of a young, slender 
gent in a pristine suit, a messy 
(more deshabillè) man-bun and 
those flashy gents’ shoes that 
seem to stick out a good foot or 
so longer than necessary (no 
pun intended) wearing a little 
wireless Madonna headset, 
having some sort of high-
powered stock broker’s 
conversation as he walked up 
the hill.  

Coming to the fenced off area, 
instead of flowing seamlessly 
AROUND it, as the rest of his 
compatriots were doing, he 
literally high-stepped over the 
bar and continued to walk 
THROUGH the worksite.  Now I 

A modern take on travelling by train 
don’t know if he was a 
champion hurdler on weekends 
and there was something about 
the knee-high bar that called to 
something deep in his soul, or 
whether he was just an entitled 
fardwark who didn’t realise that 
the rules apply to him, but over 
he went, one mildly clowny 
shoe at a time and sauntered 
through the lifted pavers and 
tools and people! 

But the best bit was the 
expression on the face of one of 
the blokes who glanced up as he 
saw us approaching and the 
beautiful transition from 
dawning quizzicality that then 
rose into the sunrise of disbelief 
which quickly climbed into the 
glorious sunshine of pure and 
unadulterated speechlessness 
at the sheer audacity and 
obliviousness.  He gaped.  His 
jaw literally sagged.  One arm 
twitched as if to reach out to 
ward him off, but then the brain 
just froze mid-gesture as the 
mind was unable to cope with 
the evidence being presented 
by the optic nerve.  It really did 
look like some vital connection 
in his frontal lobe had snapped.  
He did not recover until the 
Entitled Fardwark had 
completed his second high-
stepping hurdle, back into the 
general population and 
dissolved into the crowd when 
his operating system rebooted.  

I could almost hear the 
Microsoft chime in my mind’s 
eye.  One of my ribs may have 
strained in the attempt not to 
laugh as he shook himself and 
tried to ratchet his eyebrows 
back down out of his hairline 
and reapply himself to the 
paving lifter in his hands.  

There really is an endless supply 
of entertainment in the daily 
cabaret, if you keep your eyes 
open. 

By JANE PATRONI, Chairperson 

Thank You Merredin 
Bootscooters 

What wonderful and generous 
people call Merredin home! 

Recently, we were the lucky 
recipients of a generous 
donation from the Merredin 
Bootscooters.  Over the years 
we have come to know this 
group of dedicated ladies and 
gentlemen through the 
exhibition of their skill and 
talent in dance and music at 
many local and regional events.  
More recently they performed 
at the Country Campfire 
weekend organised by 
Audienne and Peter MacCrae.  
Their talents were again on 
display at the Southern Cross 
Show.  Meeting each Monday, 
they spend hours perfecting 
their routines to ensure every 
performance appears effortless. 

On behalf of all of us at the 
Railway Museum, we wish to 
sincerely thank the Merredin 

Bootscooters for their support 
and look forward to hosting 
them for a visit. 

Our Pioneer Womens’ Garden 
near the western gate is 
undergoing a refurbishment 
thanks to the keen efforts of our 
gardening gurus.   Keep an eye 
out! 

Jane Patroni, saying a few 
words of thanks on the 

presentation of the donation 
from the Merredin Bootscooters 

Jane Patroni with members of the Merredin Bootscooters 



20                 THE PHOENIX  Thursday 22nd September 2022 

 

Horoscopes 
ARIES 21 March—19 April  

Focus on communication with 
friends or organizations who 
benefit from your ideas. 

TAURUS 20 April-26 May 

Time to diverge from 
expectations and work on the 
things that express your abilities. 

GEMINI 21 May-20 June 

It is time to decisively clear up 
residual issues in family life. 

CANCER 21 June-22July 

Family or career ventures may be 
strong with excitement and 
exhilaration. 

LEO 23 July-22 August 

You can expect to meet a friend 
bringing just the news you need. 

VIRGO 23 August-22 September 

Someone in your sphere will join 
you to get help, which will enable 
a stronger position. 

LIBRA 23 September-22 October  

There will be encounters with 
people who can expand your 
knowledge in some way. 

SCORPIO 23 October-21 November 

You may be more interested in 
what is going on in your inner life 
than in the outer world. 

SAGITTARIUS 22 November-21 
December  

It is a perfect time to start new 
creative ventures. 

CAPRICORN 22 December-19 
January  

Some reshuffling with new trends 
at work will be beneficial to you. 

AQUARIUS 20 January-18 February 

Interesting developments for 
partners, who may be starting a 
new project. 

PISCES 19 February-20 March 

You and a partner must make a 
return to the past in order to 
resolve unfinished issues. 

Public Notices 

Positions Vacant 

CLASSIFIEDS 

Merrittville Retirement Village AGM will 
be held on Monday 24 October 2022, 5pm 
at Merrittville Hall. All welcome. 
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Darts 
NAREMBEEN AND BRUCE ROCK DARTS ASSOCIATION 

MERREDIN NETBALL ASSOCIATION 

Netball 

6th September 2022 

Juniors – Preliminary Final 

Jets (45) d. Karni Jewels (30) 

A1 Seniors – Preliminary Final 

Karni Jewels (31) d. Gems (31) 

A2 Seniors – Preliminary Final 

Gems B (63) d. Titans (32) 

9th September 2022 

Juniors – Grand Final 

Jets (39) d. Gems (38) 

CONGRATULATIONS JETS! 

A1 Seniors – Grand Final 

Jets (33) d. Karni Jewels (31) 

CONGRATULATIONS JETS! 

A2 Seniors – Grand Final 

Gems B (44) d. Gems A (34) 

CONGRATULATIONS GEMS B! 

Astronomy 

WTF 8TH SEPTEMBER - 21ST SEPTEMBER 2022 
By PETER BARRETT 

Welcome to the Autumnal 
Equinox edition of WTF, even 
though it is about as far from 
autumn as it is possible to get. 

The September event is so 
named because of the 
hegemony of the Northern 
Hemisphere, who think they 
own the sky, and that they are 
“up” and we in the Southern 
Hemisphere are “down”, which 
will be particularly ironic 
tomorrow, the 23rd, when the 
sun leaves them for dead at 
exactly 9:03am and won’t return 
to them for a full six months. 

Skywatching this fortnight is 
enhanced by the absence of the 

moon.  Jupiter comes into exact 
opposition on Sunday 25th. The 
big gas giant rises as the sun 
sets and totally dominates the 
sky until sunrise.  Saturn is now 
almost overhead at sunset and 
the centre of the Galaxy is also 
still spread across the Western 
sky. 

Mercury completes its inferior 
conjunction and begins to race 
away from us at increasing 
speed.  By the end of the 
fortnight, it will be easy to spot 
low in the East an hour before 
sunrise. 

It can be seen from the tables 
that Venus is now almost 
stationary in relation to us as it 
comes within seven minutes of 

superior conjunction by the end 
of the fortnight. 

Mars is moving a little faster but 
still seems to be suffering stage 
fright as it gradually inches 
toward opposition on December 
8th. 

Those of you looking forward to 
a trip to Mars may be interested 
to learn that Monday 26th is 
launch window day.  If your 
spacecraft does not depart for 
Mars on this day, you will not 
get another opportunity until 
October 17th, 2024.  A launch 
on any other day will miss the 
target or use more fuel than you 
can carry.  Mars launch 
windows occur only every two 
years roughly. 

Although it is true to say that 
the most spectacular viewing 
targets such as the Magellanic 
clouds, Carina, Scorpio and the 
Southern Cross are here in the 
southern hemisphere, there are 
a few celestial jewels that 
reside in the deep North, and 
we must wait for the right time 
of the year to see them.  I’m 
referring of course to the 
Andromeda and Triangulum 
galaxies. 

As the square of Pegasus takes 
its place in the Northern sky, so 
Andromeda rises above the 
Northern horizon enough to get 
some long exposure shots.  This 
week you may spot it close to 
true North after 9:30pm.  Good 
Luck!  Keep looking up! 

10th September 2022 

GRAND FINAL 

MC Sharks (5) lost to Wizards (6) 

Congratulations to the Wizards 

on becoming Champions for 
2022 in an extremely close 
Grand Final. 

The Narembeen & Bruce Rock 
Darts Association would like to 
thank Hutton & Northey Sales 

for their generous sponsorship 
of The Final Series, along with 
Elders Insurance Merredin & 
Northam for their sponsorship 
of the Dart Board for the Grand 
Final. 
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Golf 
MERREDIN GOLF CLUB 

By TREVOR WATERHOUSE 

The Captain versus Patron 
Stableford match play was 
played on Sunday the 11th of 
September and the Captain’s 
team comprising of Justin Watts 
(Captain), Alex Manning, Darren 
O’Neill, Peter Madigan, Shaun 
Avery, Glenn Crees, Nino 
Caporaso and Matt Jacobson 
were the winners by 4 wins to 2 
and 2 matches finishing all 
square. 

The Individual winner of the day 
was Shaun Avery with 35 points 
and the runner up was Darren 
O’Neill with 33 points on a 
countback from Glenn Crees, 
Trevor Waterhouse and Brian 
Bush and next year’s winner 
was Jarryd Crees. 

The novelties for the day were 
best third shot on hole number 
1 Jim Campbell, nearest the pin 
on hole number 2 Nino 
Caporaso, best third shot hole 
number 3 Nino Caporaso, 
nearest the pin on hole number 
4 Brian Bush, best second shot 
on hole number 5 Brian Bush, 
long drive 14+ handicap on hole 
number 6 Brian Bush, best 
second shot hole number 7 
Shaun Avery, nearest the pin 
hole number 8 Nino Caporaso, 
longest putt hole number 9 
Peter Madigan, best second 
shot hole number 10 Justin 
Watts, best third shot hole 
number 11 Matt Jacobson, best 

second shot hole number 12 
Darren O’Neill, longest putt on 
hole number 13 Lionel Price, 
best second shot on hole 
number 14 Shaun Avery, best 
second shot on hole number 15 
Justin Watts, best third shot on 
hole number 16 Nino Caporaso, 
longest putt on hole number 17 
Peter Madigan, longest drive on 
hole number 18 Matt Jacobson 
and the birdie hole was number 
12 and the winner was Darren 
O’Neill. 

Closing day was held on 
Saturday the 17th of September 
with a 2-person Ambrose 
competition and was sponsored 
by Wheatbelt Tech Supplies and 
the winners were Shaun Avery 
and Chance Clarke with 62.25 
net, Justin Watts and Abdul 
Nuska were runners up with 
62.75 net and third were Jim 
Campbell and Trevor 
Waterhouse with 65.5 net.  Next 
year’s net winners were Peter 
Madigan and Nino Caporaso 
and next year’s gross winners 
were Steve Wilson and Brian 
Thompson. 

The novelties for the day were 
best third shot on hole number 
1 Trevor and David Thompson, 
nearest the pin on hole number 
2 Abdul Nuska and Justin Watts, 
nearest the pin on hole number 
4 Peter Madigan and Nino 
Caporaso, best second shot on 
hole number 6 Trevor and David 

Darren O’Neill, Runner Up 
Captain’s-Patrons Day 

Chance Clarke (left) and Shaun 
Avery, winners  Closing Day 

Jarryd Crees Next Year’s Winner 
Captain’s-Patrons Day 

Jim Campbell, Winner of the 
Tommy (Tugboat) Hunter 

Consistency 

Justin Watts (left) and Abdul 
Nuska, Runner Up Closing Day 

Shaun Avery, Winner Captain’s-
Patrons Day 

Winning Captain’s Team 

Thompson, nearest the pin on 
hole number 8 Jim Campbell 
and Trevor Waterhouse, best 
third shot on hole number 11 
Jim Coleman and Nigel Bush, 
best second shot on hole 
number 14 Jarryd and Glenn 
Crees and longest putt on hole 
number 18 Warren Crook and 
Brian Bush. 

Other awards that were 
presented on the night were the 
Eclectic gross winner Justin 
Watts with 62 followed by 
Glenn Crees with 64 and third 
also with 64 Rob Gearing the 
net Eclectic winner was Darren 
O’Neill with 54.425 net from 
Brian Bush with 54.6 Net and 

the Tommy (Tugboat) 
Consistency Shield to Jim 
Campbell. 

The next golfing fixture will be a 
trip to the El Caballo Golf 
Course on Monday the 26th of 
September, contact captain 
Justin Watts if you want to play, 
will probably be a 10.30am hit 
off at El Caballo this will be 
followed by Country Week 
starting on Sunday the 2nd of 
October at various golf courses 
in Perth. 

On Wednesday the 19th of 
October is the Annual General 
Meeting to be held at golf shed 
at 7.30pm. 
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